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For more regular updates on our good news stories, please follow us on  

Twitter @RGTrustSchool  
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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
If you are anything like me, you will have found the last few weeks to have been a very strange experience.  It still seems 
odd to be travelling in to work as though everything were normal and then to sit in my office and not hear the roar of the 
traffic and sound of the sirens passing on the Woolwich Road.  Aspects of everyday life, which we previously took for 
granted, such as popping to the supermarket are changed experiences and the pleasure from being able to take a walk and 
get some fresh air are now more readily appreciated. 
 
Social distancing has proved to be a challenge to all of us and we are blessed with the ability to utilise social media and 
various apps to link up with loved ones, friends and work colleagues.  I came across this beautiful poem online and 
thought it worth sharing with you: 
 
History Will Remember by Donna Ashworth 
History will remember when the world stopped 
And the flights stayed on the ground 
And the cars parked in the street 
And the trains didn’t run. 
History will remember when the schools closed 
and the children stayed indoors 
And the medical staff walked towards the fire 
And they didn’t run. 
History will remember when the people sang 
On their balconies, in isolation 
But so very much together 
In courage and song. 
History will remember when the people fought 
for their old and their weak 
Protected the vulnerable 
By doing nothing at all. 
History will remember when the virus left 
And the houses opened 
And the people came out 
And hugged and kissed 
And started again. 
Kinder than before. 
 
I know that our staff are missing the students greatly and we will be increasing our contact with them through Microsoft 
teams after the Easter break.  We are also planning how best to structure the working day and build in a system for the 
work undertaken to be reviewed by staff.   
 
The support and understanding you have demonstrated is both appreciated and valued as we continue to navigate our 
way through these untrodden routes regarding remote learning.   
 
I wish you and your families good health during the coming weeks and months. 
Take care of each other and stay safe! 
 
Caroline Longhurst 
Headteacher 
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English Trip to the Globe Theatre written by Mr Gregory   

The annual trip to the Globe Theatre is becoming an RGTS tradition; a visit eagerly anticipated by both students and 
the English department alike. In recognition of their hard work in English this year, a group of Year 9 students 
were taken by Miss Cariss, Mr. Pritchard and Mr. Gregory to see a production of Macbeth.  
 
Whilst last year’s attendees were lucky enough to get seats, this year’s students had the full ‘Groundling’ experience and 
enjoyed the play standing (as the majority of Elizabethan audiences would have done!). Despite being a bit more of a 
strain on the legs, this allowed our learners a chance to enjoy a truer taste of the Elizabethan dramatic experience with 
much of the play performed in promenade and plenty of opportunities to interact with the actors, which the students 
thoroughly enjoyed. Who wouldn’t love getting up close with the three witches or Banquo’s ghost?  
 
The vast majority of the students had studied Macbeth in Year 8 and were thoroughly familiar with the plot which  
enabled them to fully enjoy the immersive elements of the production.  Blood, 
golf-buggies and witches rising from the floor all added to a staging of the 
Scottish Play which struck a fine balance between the play’s famous darkness 
and sometimes less-noted levity.   
 
As our Year 9 students prepare to enter their GCSE years, experiences such as 
these will prove invaluable to their learning, both in their Eng-
lish lessons and as part of their wider cultural development. The English 
 department can’t wait to run the trip again next year! 

Year 8 London City Airport –  
Women in Aviation  
written by Miss Saunders 
 

On Friday 6th March, 30 female students from Year 8 visited London City 
Airport as part of National Careers Week to engage in their Women in 

Aviation competition for South East London schools. Students were split 
into teams and completed a series of challenges to find out more I 

nformation about London City Airport and Careers in Aviation. They 
practised several different skills such as teamwork, leadership and presen-

tation skills and were then set the challenge of developing 3 different ways 
in which London City Airport could become more sustainable. The  

students were asked to explore the following three areas; passengers’  
journey to the airport, what passengers do whilst they are in the airport 

and the flights that passengers take. They generated lots of fantastic ideas 
such as the suggestion from Scarlett of having a London City Airport  

Eco-bus which would collect passengers from all over London and take 
them to the airport for their flight. 

 
All students thoroughly enjoyed their day and were repeatedly asking on 

the whole journey home when would be their next visit.  “Thank you” to 
Ms. Saunders and Mr. Gregory for running such a great 

trip.                                                                             
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World Book Day 2020 Written by Miss 

Gooden  

As part of our “Reading for Pleasure” culture at RGTS, 
on Thursday 5th March, we celebrated World Book Day 
joining thousands of other schools across the country. 
This year’s theme was “Share a Million Stories”. 

World Book Day celebrates authors, books, illustrators 
and reading across the globe and aims to inspire young 
people to be lifelong readers; a skill which is integral to 
both learning and pleasure. 

In recent years, hundreds of studies have shown that 
there is a fundamental link between reading ability and 
academic performance with students who read more 
books for pleasure being able to access the curriculum 
more easily than those who do not.  

As part of our celebrations, our teachers selected a fa-
vourite book, wrote a review and then placed this on their classroom door. They explored their own reading interests 
and reflected on their own experience of reading and being a reader. A wide variety of book titles decorated classroom 
doors on World Book Day with genres ranging from dystopian fiction to autobiographies and classic English  
Literature.  “Brave New World”, “The Book Thief”, “To Kill a Mockingbird” and a biography of Malcolm X were just 
a few of the titles selected.  Jane Austin’s “Pride and Prejudice” proved to be a popular choice – well worth a read, if 
you haven’t already read it.  
 
Throughout the day, teachers also shared their favourite books as a ‘Do now’ activity at the start of every lesson. In 
this way, by demonstrating and modelling their reading habits, teachers were supporting the idea that everyone, no 

matter what their subject inter-
est, should be regularly reading 
for pleasure.  
   
In addition to staff sharing their 
favourite books, KS3 students 
actively engaged their curious 
minds and got to know about 
their teachers’ favourite book 
and author in preparation for an 
interactive quiz at tutor 
time. The winning Tutor Groups 
were: 7T and 7M, 8J and 9M. 

After the excitement of the quiz, each student was given one World Book Day token to swap for one of the free World 
Book Day books. Here are the £1 World Book Day Books: 

For further details go to:    https://www.worldbookday.com/books/ 

A year 9 student said “I didn’t know teachers’ read those type of books!”. This statement really summed up the aim of the 
World Book Day celebrations at RGTS; to engage our students with the adults at RGTS and their reading journey as 
well as raising students’ enthusiasm for reading for pleasure.  We will continue promoting ‘Reading for Pleasure’ as part 
of the RGTS community and we look forward to World Book Day 2021 for another day of fun activities. 

 Thank you to everyone who helped to make the day a success.  

https://www.worldbookday.com/books/


 4 

Scopes4SEN  

written by Miss Tutty  
Thanks to the national charity 

Scopes4SEN, Royal Greenwich 
Trust School took possession of a 
brand new telescope on Thursday 

19th March 2020 which was opened 
and put together by Euan (7F). 

Now we have this wonderful piece 
of equipment, we are very much 

looking forward to setting up astron-
omy groups, which seems rather fit-

ting being that we are located so 
close to the Royal Observatory, 

Greenwich.  

So far, in just over 4 years, Joanne 
and Patrick Poitevin have donated 

nearly 900 telescopes along with oth-
er educational materials such as  

binoculars, meteorites, SUNoculars, books, posters, magazines, stereoscopes, digital microscopes, planispheres, solar 
glasses, magnifiers, planetariums and CCD cameras. Check out the website below for more information on 

Scopes4SEN: 
 https://patrickpoitevin.weebly.com/ 

Year 8 Student Ambassador Programme written by Miss Mojumder 

On Thursday 27th February, RGTS launched the Student Ambassador Programme for 
our Year 8 cohort as part of our CIAG studies. Students are expected to build on specific 
skills such as communication, organisation, multi-tasking, technology and professionalism 
by working with the admin and finance department as an apprentice for 1 day. They 
stepped up to the professional environment and carried out tasks with great maturity.   
The programme got off to a fantastic start with Hannah (8 Keats) leading the way.  In her 
reflection booklet, Hannah stated that she thoroughly enjoyed experiencing a working 
environment – her only EBI would be a bit more work!   
The Student Ambassador Programme will continue upon school return ensuring all Year 
8 students gain this invaluable opportunity of work experience.  

ENRICHMENT AT RGTS 

Donation to Royal Borough of  Greenwich written by Miss 

Alam  

Following a call for help from Councillor Dan Thorpe at the Royal Borough 
of Greenwich last week, we were pleased to be able to support our local 
care home staff with personal protective equipment that we had available in 
our science labs. We sent 300 pairs of latex gloves, 320 polythene aprons 
and 48 sets of goggles for carers across Greenwich to be able to use.  
In these difficult times it is important that we all work together as a commu-
nity and will continue to work with colleagues across schools and care insti-
tutions.  
  

https://patrickpoitevin.weebly.com/


 5 

RGTS Pi Day written by Miss Halavert  

Friday 13th March marked the celebration of Pi Day with our Year 7 and Year 
8 students here at RGTS. Throughout the day, the students participated in a 
treasure hunt around the school, a “Memorizing digits of Pi” competition and 
a “Piem” competition in which they wrote poems that represented digits of Pi. 
Students also took part in Pi Day Maths lessons in which they explored the 
significance of Pi in Mathematics and the kind of calculations that involve Pi.  

Pi is an important part of GCSE Mathematics and exploring it at Year 7 and 
Year 8 prepares them really well for this. The students thoroughly enjoyed the 
day and are looking forward to the results of the competitions. Terry from 7K 
said “I am sure someone from 7Keats will win Miss, because we worked as a team to get 

Year 10 Maths Feast at Thomas Tallis School written by Miss Halavert  

On Friday 6th March, four of our Year 9 students took part in a 
Maths competition at Thomas Tallis School against Year 10 students 

from the nearby schools. The competition involved 3 rounds in 
which students solved problems using their current knowledge of 

Mathematics as well as having to use information that they had not 
seen before, such as linear programming. None of the students had 

been exposed to linear programming before but thoroughly enjoyed 
solving the questions in this round.  

The students showed what an RGTS student truly represents: resili-
ence, teamwork and great communication skills; in short GRIT! One 

student, Elizabeth, said “Thank you Miss for bringing us here today. I am 
sure if we were in Year 10, we would have won. I really enjoyed today and feel 

much more confident about my Maths skills.”  

We are really proud of our students and look forward to running our own Maths Feast at RGTS led by the students who 
took part in the event.  

 

Hoardings Project with Art Hub Studios writ-

ten by Miss Cleary  

RGTS students’ art work displayed on the Westminster Industrial  

Estate. 

In the final part of the summer term 2019, a group of Year 8 
students from Royal Greenwich Trust School and Windrush 
Primary School took part in five workshops with artists who 
are based at Art Hub Studios CIC. 

The brief was to generate designs on a theme as part of the 
regeneration of the Westminster Industrial Estate, which is 
located behind school on the riverfront.  Students were  
encouraged to express emotion, community, excitement,  
challenge and ideas that made Faraday Works, home of the 
Siemens Factory (which was originally on our school site), a hugely important place for over 100 years. They produced 
lots of drawings from inside the factory and took part in printmaking workshops to develop the work further, which 
included making rubber stamps. The final designs were printed professionally by SMP, a nearby printing company, and 
are on display on the estate. 
 
Deborah, Elia, Mya, Na’ziya, Omar and Sarah-Belle are the RGTS students whose designs were chosen and these have 
been enlarged and printed on the hoardings.  
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Boxing Written by Miss Peters  
Boxing made a triumphant return following its success 
last academic year. The club catered for students in 
Years 7 – 9 and was supported by an external coach, 
Steve, from Royal Resistance. Steve did an excellent 
job in leading the sessions and engaging students.  

SPORTS AT RGTS  

Girls’ Football Written by Miss Peters  

The Girls’ Football Club was also restarted this month. 
This session was led by Charlton Athletic F.C. coach Kim, 
who fully engaged the girls in the sport despite having to 
battle through the rain in the first session.   

Year 9 Salsa Dance Written by Mr Kwarteng 
Last term students in Year 9 were introduced into the world of Salsa - a Latin dance that has been popular for over 
100 years. Having completed the challenge of learning Hip Hop and Breakdancing during Term 2, they were now  
presented with a different challenge with this style. Overall, the students across the year group were enthusiastic and 
resilient, especially with the lifts, spins and pulse-raising choreography. Living up to the high expectations of Mr K 
and Ms Peters, all students competed in front of their peers showing off key stylistic features whilst some went fur-
ther, adding their own flair to their choreography. Well done to the following students who were the class competi-
tion winners:  
  
Endurance and Amalia (9M/J) 
Che and Muskan (9F) 
Omar and Kamarate 
Re and Tosin (9J) 
Kenan and Elizabeth (9T) 
Elia and Alessia (9M) 
Zakai and Andrea (9K) 
Xaria and Hayden (9G) 
Kamerate and Omar (9K) 
  
Keep dancing! 

Year 9 Sports Leaders Written by Mir Lucking  
  
This term, our Year 9 students have been learning how to become 

effective sports leaders. They have learnt all about what makes a 
successful sports leader and about the different types of leadership 

styles they can adopt. In the final weeks of term, they began 
coaching / leading each other to test their skills and, once they 

had practised, reflected and improved their sessions went on to 
teach students in Year 7. This was very successful and a lot of the 

Year 9 students impressed their PE teachers. This has led to the 
PE department having a selection of students who will be asked to 

help at various sporting events throughout the year.  
This has been a very successful unit of work for the Year 9  

students and one in which they not only learnt a lot of practical 
skills, but also boosted their own confidence and began to see 

themselves as leaders.   
 



 7 


